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February 18, 1985 


Mr. Elie W. Martel, MPP 
Legislative Assembly Building 
Queen's Park 

TORONTO, Ontario M7A 1A2 


RE: Dr. Barry Zimmerman‘s Letter {January 31, 1985) 


Dear Mr. Martel: 


I received a copy of Dr, Zimmerman's letter addressed to you and to Judge 
Thomson as well as the Honourable Keith C. Norton and Frank Drea. As Chairman 
of the University of Toronto Committee for Environmental Hypersensitivity I feel 
compelled to respond. 


Dr. Zi mnerman's—assessment_of the development of hypersensitivity as a contr 
versial area triggered by the “entrepreneurial American medicine and charlatanism' 


and 


and others as representing "pseudoscience’ only perpetuates. harsh polemi 
prevents a positive conscensus from emerging. 


The overriding issue and reality is that patients with exquisite sensitivity 
are out there - some living in isolated rural areas away from polluted centres anc 
others in a controlled environment within the city. Some physicians are making 
sincere efforts to apply the art and what is known of the science of management 
hypersensitivity individuals. It is no act of great courage or wisdom to categori 
their treatment as "worthless". = 


The afflicted individuals who have developed a hypersensitivity to chemicals 
and other environmental incitants may be "the tip of an iceberg", the base of whic 
may be a huge population with sensitivities to a variety of environmental factors 
that induce chronic disease states. To categorically reject this idea would add 
to the litany of resistances to innovative ideas that have their counterpart throu 
Out medical history. 


The members of the University Committee are united in their efforts to develo 
a sound epidemiological study of this problem. 


Yours very sincerely, 
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sec: Mr. Frank Drea 


The Honourable Keith C, No‘rton, Q.C. 
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